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time for their enjoyment to begin. The introductory portion, 
which is at present incomplete, is to contain when finished a 
thorough outline of all real property law, divided into its four 
natural departments, to each of which a separate book is to be 
devoted. Book III, dealing with Estates in Real Property, is 
also incomplete at present, and when finished is to have five 
parts, of which only three are now presented. 

Mr. Reeves has been for the past fourteen years a professor 
of law, and the present volume is the outcome of his experience 
in teaching large classes of students. It has been his endeavor 
to produce a book which would be of service to the practitioner 
and yet clear and compendious enough to be of value to the 
student. With this end in view too much prolixity, on the 
one hand, has been avoided, and, on the other, thei style is not 
so concise as to be difficult of ready comprehension upon one 
careful reading. Cases have not been cited in great numbers, 
the book embodying in this respect, says Mr. Reeves, "the 
results of careful selection from the ponderous masses of ad- 
judications." Although the author has realized the impractica- 
bility of discussing the statutory changes in real property law 
in the various states of the Union, yet the book will be of 
especial service to those practising in the state of New York, 
as the New York statutes on the topics discussed and the im- 
portant constructions and authorities that have grown up 
around them are given in separate and distinct notes. On the 
whole, the book is to be commended as a capable, clear, and 
accurate presentation of those parts of real property law of 
which it treats. We have no doubt that Mr. Reeves will main- 
tain in his second volume the high standard of excellence he 
has reached in his first; nor that when completed the work 
will deserve to rank among the authoritative treatises on the 
law of real property. F. H. S. 



English and Indian Law of Torts. By Ratanlal Ranch- 

hoddas, B.A., LL.B., Vakil, High Court, and Dhirajlal 

Keshavlal, B.A., authors of " Commentaries on the Indian 

Penal Code." Second edition. Pp. clx+581. Bombay: 

The Bombay Law Reporter Office. 1903. 

It is claimed by the authors that this is the pioneer work 

presenting both the English and Indian Law of Torts together, 

and, while this may not commend it especially to others than 

those interested in the Indian Law, it reflects great credit on its 

authors, for it is evident that a great deal of labor and research 

have been expended upon its compilation. 
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The great majority of authorities cited are English, with a 
few American. All the familiar guide-posts are met with under 
their appropriate headings. A feature of the book that will 
commend it to students is the statement in short form of the 
facts of the principal cases throughout the book. This makes 
more realistic and vivid the principles given in the body of the 
text, and impresses them on the mind in practicable form. 

The subject has evidently been analyzed very carefully and 
thoroughly, for a systematic scheme is evident everywhere 
throughout the book. One runs small danger of becoming 
entangled in detail and losing sight of the principal subject 
under examination. 

About one-third of the book is devoted to the general prin- 
ciples of the law of Torts, the balance being given to the separate 
discussion of the particular branches. The cases cited number 
about two thousand five hundred, which makes evident the fact 
that it is not adapted to deep search into any one subject, yet 
the principal topics are discussed in sufficient detail for most 
practical purposes of a text-book. Not only are cases cited, but 
text-writers. There is little in the book that does not rest on 
some standard authority. 

While the printing and binding of a book should in no way 
influence one's judgment concerning the merits of its contents, 
yet it is a distinct disappointment to find this part of the work 
done in such a poor manner. A work so carefully divided as to 
its subject-matter demands not only the use of varied types, 
but their skilful manipulation and careful selection. One de- 
mands nowadays something gratifying to one's sense of har- 
mony. It is difficult to absorb intelligence expressed in a 
manner at war with one's sense of proportion and clearness. 
It is not worse than many others, but it should be better. 

As a work on Torts the book has many points of excellence 
and is a monument to the energy of its authors, yet in the 
presence of the standard text-books now in use it does not 
seem a strong enough work to attract the attention of either 
student or practitioner as a constant guide, though it may be 
referred to by both with advantage. E. S. R. 



The Code of Hammurabi, King of Babylon about 2250 b.c. 
Edited by Robert Francis Harper, Ph.D. Pp. xv+192; 
and 102 Plates and Map. Chicago : The University of Chi- 
cago Press, Callaghan & Company. London : Luzac & Com- 
pany. 1904. 

In connection with this vastly important code, the book con- 
tains an autographed text, transliteration, translation, glossary, 



